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Western  Galla territories.   Still more take the  road
eastwards and are embarked for Arabia."

" These caravans, of which Montandon (who met one
at Mocha) has left us a description, follow special tracks
in order to avoid Abyssinian posts, or else travel by
night. They proceed towards the districts of Toinuga
or Erkeh, which have always harboured this traffic, and
from there they go to various points on the coast across
Haussa, whose Sultan is in league with the slave merchants.
The unfortunate slaves thus brought from overseas chiefly
consist of young women intended for Arabian harems
and young men, who in former times were subjected to
emasculation before embarkation/'1

The French Government concluded its Memo-
randum as follows:

"T)n November 9th, 1918, an imperial decree was
issued expressly drawing attention to Menelik's decrees
on the prohibition of the sale and purchase of slaves,
and two slave-dealers were caught in the act and hanged
at Addis Ababa in July 1922. Nevertheless, so long as
certain of the higher chiefs indulge in slave raids in order,
as they pretend, to put down rebellion or punish refusals
to pay taxes, so long as others at Addis Ababa itself
accept or bestow gifts of slaves, and so long as leading
Abyssinians do not liberate their slaves in their own life-
time, thus setting an example to all, the evil may become
less, but will not disappear." 2

It is well known that the Italian Government
is in possession of a good deal of information

1 A. 18.1923. VI. pp. 10 and 11.
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